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On April 28, a top-level contra delegation arrived in Managua for a three-day round of permanent
ceasefire talks. The five members of the contra directorate are heading the delegation, comprised
of about 30 individuals. Defense Minister Humberto Ortega, leader of the Nicaraguan government
delegation, proposed a 30-day extension of the current ceasefire which expires at the end of May.
The contras rejected the proposal. Contra leaders said their goals in the second round of talks
are to sign an accord that would establish the modus operandi of the ceasefire zones. They are
demanding that local Sandinista officials leave the zones, and that contras inside them be permitted
to receive food, clothing and medicine through airlifts by private US companies. Meanwhile, the
government has insisted that their officials remain in the zones, and that the aid must be delivered
by neutral international relief agencies. Minister Ortega told reporters that it is apparent the contras
are participating in the talks "not to arrive at an accord, but to see that it is boycotted." He added
that some are opposed to the March 23 Sapoa accords. In an interview with the Associated Press,
member of the contra directorate, Adolfo Calero, denied that the contras are already receiving
US aid. He said that the aid being delivered in Honduras close to the Nicaraguan border was
destined to refugees, and not contra fighters. Nicaraguan Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo
Tinoco told reporters that the government is prepared to offer new guarantees that future elections
will be conducted fairly, but it is not willing to make other political concessions in talks with the
contras. Tinoco said such concessions would be discussed only in the "national dialogue" with
civilian political parties. The national dialogue under the auspices of the National Reconciliation
Commission broke down on April 27 when 14 opposition parties walked out in protest over the
government's failure to negotiate an end to strikes by construction workers and automotive
mechanics. (Basic data from AP, 04/28/88; New York Times, 04/29/88)
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